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Ray Clarkson
Rees and Von Tunzelman commemoration

REES AND VON TUNZLEMAN

This year marks the 150th Commemoration of the entry of W.G.Rees and
N.F. von Tunzelman into the Wakatipu, and of Donald Hay's remarkahle
expedition on the Lake and into the Frankton flats. We are .indebted_ 0
Mrs. Rosemary Marryatt for her generosity in supplying information
about her great-grandfather W.G. Rees and providing artefacts tﬁf the
Lake District Museum. Among these are the Silver Tea Service inscribed,
"Presented to William Gilbert Rees, Esq. as a mark of affection and
respect of his friends and well wishers i the Wakatipu District,
Queenstown April, 1867”. The Museum arranged the purchase of thn_i.s
from the family, Also attractively displayed are the mementos of his
daughter, including the citation stating: 'Staff Nurse Miss M. G. Rees
mentioned in Despatches 19177,  She was awarded the Mons Star and
other medals and made an Associate of the Roya! Red Cross. (Mildred
Gertrude Rees joined up at the age of 46 and served for four years. The
Mons Star is one of only two awarded te New Zealand service personnel).
The Rees Hotel on Franktor Road has, in the foyer, 2 very gocd display of
art and memorabilia associated with Mr Rees. This is cpen for public
inspection.

SPRING LUNCHEON

The Spring luncheon was a well attended social occasion and gave the
Society the oppertunity to launch the 2010 Calendar which features
historic scenes of the Wakatipn Basin. Thanks te Brian Bayley, Jocelyn
Robertson, Viv Campbell, Nan Melntyre, Shona Blair, Elizabetk
Clarkson, Barbara Hamilton, Judy Reid, Roly Duff, Bill Dotan, Geoff
Bradley, and Mary Anna Baird who all spoke enthusiastically about 2
chosen photo relating to a month in 2010. The Calendar provides money
for the Society te fund extra activities and grants. They are available from
the Committee members and outlets in Arrowtown, Frapkion and
Queenstown.
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Gibbston trail

GIEBSTON TRAIL

Susan Stevens reports that the Gibbston Trail, of which our Society is very
supportive, kas now secured all its funding, is advancing over very exciting
gold mining remains and should be finished by February 2010.

LOCAL AUTHORS
Several of our members are involved in writing books and their efforts will

e published soom. They include Danny and Julie Knudson, Maxlne
Alterio, Bill McDonald and Joan and Alan Coolke.

WARATIPU HERITAGE STRATEGY

The Society is actively involved im the Wakatipu Heritage Sirategy
meetings with the Council, has submitted on the additicns to St John's
Church 2nd the Arrowtown cotiage precinct, Lakes Disirict Musenm
atfairs and boundary changes.

AGM

Highlight of the first AGM of the pew Society on 5th November, 2009 was
the presentation of Life memberships to two previous cominittee members
Peter Mills, a most efficient Treasurer for many years, and Rupert Iles,
who served on the Committee as trips organiser and President.

Then, we had 2 most interesting taik from Joan Cooke about her early life
in Kingston. All weire charmed by her personal reminiscences. Joan's notes
will be published in a later edition of the "Courier.” The Lakes District
Museum provided some interesting Kingston and Lalke road construction
photographs. Unfortunately, a storm blew up shoriiy before the meeting,
which resulted in only about 30 members attending. Bill Dolan was elected
our new Chairpersor on the nomination of outgoing Chair, Brian Bayley,
and Geoff Bradley Vice Chairperson. Otherwise, office bearers remain
unchanged. The business part of the meeting was dezlt with quickly,
leaving time for 2ll to enjoy a social suppen

PROPOSED EVENTS FOR 2009--2010

Spring Loncheon September 13th
AGHM November Sth
Christmas Barbeque December Sth
Paradise - Glenorchy Trip January 25th
Nevis Trip Tebruary 21si

Arrowtown Cottages (half day)  March 28th

I would like to extend my sincere thanks to all the Trustees for choosing
me as the Margaret Templeton Scholarship winner for 2002, Mrs T was a
very genercus woman to have set up this Trust. Equally, she was good to
me, like a grandmother, always giving me $10 or my birthday. Mrs T's
Trust has made it a lot easier financially for my family to support me in

MARGARET TEMPLETON SCHOLARSHIP, 20609 l-
Danika Bourlay

continuing my education.

Like my grandmother, Roma McAndrew, and my mother Karen Boulay,
Mrs T was very dedicated to preserving our district’s history. [ hope my
generation continues to care about our community with her passion.
Danika Bourlay

i
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|QUEENSTOWN & DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY
2008 INCORPORATED

CHAIRPERSON'S 2008/09 ANNUAL REPORT

This is the first annual report of the new Society, which was formed on the
28th September, 2008 with enlarged and wide ranging powers. The
Certificate of Incorporation was issued by the Registrar on the 21st of
November 2008 under No 2192192, Since incorporation, the new Society
has received an exemption from Tax and been granted Charitable status.
Any donation of $5 or more will enable an individual donor t0 claim back
sne third of all donations made to the Society, up to the amount of their
taxable income,

I am pleased to report that the winding np of the old Society has been
completed and, after payment of the $400 liquidator's fee and legal costs of
$150 +GST, the surplus of $14,591.08 on winding up was paid to the new
Society. The new Society's legal fees of 3$650+GST thereon and
dishursements totalled $831.25. The professional fees on winding up and
formation costs were modest.

The trapsition to the new Society proceeded guietly and effectively. I wish
te record my thanks to many of gur members, to the former Committee
members and the present Board for their support and encouragement. I
am certzin that the course we have taken was essential, and it is with some
velief that we can now safely take initiatives which the former Society was
nei empowered to do.

Having been President of the old Society for three years, and Chairman of
the new Society for one year, I believe it is now time to appoint a new
Chairperson. Rule 9.3 provides that no one shall serve more than five
consecutive years as Chairperson.

It is my delight to nominate Biil Dolan to this position. Bill will fill the role
with distinction. My enthusiasm and work for the Society will continue.

It is 2 relief that the frantic pace of development within the Wakatipu
basin has slowed. There Is no room for complacency. A stream of
applications for r¢source ¢onsents or plan changes continues, albeit in
lower muwmbers. There always seems to be someone endeavouring to
stresch the boundaries of new develspments. Some could result in a loss of
heritage. Just twe examples within the last few weels:

- an application for subdivision of six new lots adjolning a listed early
Arrowtown dwelling.

. an application to modify the protected former school stone wall in
Arrowiown .

=

Old Arrowtown school wall

The Society has submitted in favour of the Arrowtown Trust application
for restricted commercial use of the cotiages, the St John's wew hall
application and against an application by Reyalburn Farming Co Ltd for

balance between controlled and sensible development and over
development and possible destruction of heritage values.. I am satisfied
that the Society is acting responsibly and sensibly in these issues.

I have said in the past that we need to work with developers early in the
planning stages to achieve the best results. Recently, a developer was
telling me Queenstown CBD land is now so expensive it is necessary to
increase the present 12 metres height limitation te allow additional levels
to be built and enable the land to yield an adequate return on its cost or
present value. A reduction in the cost of land would achieve the same
result. It is developers whe bave paid increased land prices. People
continue in their endeavours to increase the size of buildings beyoud the
provisions of the District Plan. New commercial buildings are buikt to
maximum allowable height which is then exceeded by lift shafts,
ventilation and heating plant etc on the roof tops.

1 now wish to record my thanks to the members of the Board. I am
indebted to their enthusiasm, their kmowledge, their support and their
good bumour. We have worked cohesively and tc goud effect. The Society
has had cousiderable assistance from outside the Board. Michael
Anderson, as editor of The Courier, Rob Blair, as back-up to our treasurer,
Shona Blair, for enthusiastic support for field trips. 1 thanic them and

20 houses on Crowm Terrace. This demonstrates the need for careful ).

others who have played valued supporting reles.

7

i

'i
I

I

|f



http://www.cvisiontech.com

The Society appointed Joceiyn Robertson and Barbara Hamilton to the
Lakes District Museum Board. I know that their work, with and for the
Museum, is greatly appreciated, and 1 thank you for it.
QLDC appointed Bill Dolan and me onto a working committee charged

with ereating a Heritage Strategy. The momentum has waned a little in
recent months. These appointments demonstrate that QLDC values the
Society, The Council also hests quarterly heritage meetings with the
Mayor, Council CEQ and Society representatives and, when appropriate,
other Courcil employees. These quite informal neeetings are a useful link
and enzble free flowing discussion, which is beneficial.

With the local branch of NZ Historic Places Trust going into recess I had
hoped that the Society would develop a closer working relationship with
the Otagoe/Southiand Regional staff in Dunedin. The synergies which could
flow from closer working relationships would be a positive boost to
heritage in our area. I regret to say that closer relationships have yet to be
achieved. '

On a more positive note, very successful field trips have been enjoyed
during the past year. We enjoyed interesting trips to Alexandra to learn of
the district’s dredging history and to Lawrence. Both were well supported
and enjoyed.

Special thanks are due to Ray Clarkson for his 2009 calerdar initiative. It
involved a late seasom printing and sale of 10600 calendars, which boosted
our funds. I am sorry net all our members were able to enjoy them.
Sufficient to say that the Society has had a 2010 calendar printed (1200
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copies) and these are pow for sale at a very modest $10. Ray got the
project underway again, selecting interesting local photographs and Geoff
Bradley is organising the sales and distribution network.

Iif you wish to purchase any, please contact any member of the Board.

The Society wishes to record an appreciation of the valuable and generous
contribution the late Alan De Lz Mare made to the Society’s affairs, His
friendship, support and contributions to The Courier will be missed.

Our Board member WH McDonald [Bill] is nearing completion of his
recollection of farms in the Wakatipu basin. Bill has worked hard and
produced a valuable resource for the future. Little has been recorded of
farming in the 1930s and 1940s. Bill is well informed, having grown up on
Ben Lomond during those years. He has undertaken considerable research
t0 ensure accuracy, The Society has encouraged this work, After editing,

and the addition of suitable photographs, printing issues will need to be
decided.

Statement of Receipts and Payments for the Year Ended 30 September 2009
Receipts

_QUEENSTOWN AND DISTRICT HISTORICAL SOCIETY 2008 INCORPORATED

Bank Balance as al 38 Seplember 2009

Accumulated Funds Old Sodiety
Plus fnierest Eamed Oid Socy

Less Dizsolution Costs O1d Socy
Incorporation Costs New Society

Qpening Bank
Walking Guide Sales

Trps & Lunchaons
Subscriptions
Denations

falli
Interest

Current Aol

Fast Saver

2009 Calendars
2010 Calendars

15867
4208
a0
o
4483

2008
ol Soch
2770
1y

e audit

O Wanington B Com CA

Say:tembir 2009

2

emanis presected abova give 2 Insa and Fair view of the firancial

Atrol aver income and sundry donatiens prior ta its being recorded 15 fimiled, and there ar2 pa
for th

ited coniral. In wmy opinion he fina

| have exammned the linascial recards af the Society which it my opinion have beeq proparty kept | have eblawmed ke informistion and explunalin‘ns I renuived

1 somimon with oihar simijzr organlsations,

progedures Lo delerming the offects of |
aclivifes of the Quesnsiown and Dicivict Histancad Sod=ty 2008 (ncomporslet

Audilor's Statemant

I have enjeyed the privilege of being your Chairman. Thank you.
EBrian R Bayley
October 2009
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Donald Hay by Danny Knudson

| DONALD HAY - UNHERALDED HERO

One of the most intrepid
explorers in the Wakatipu
was Donald Hay who, 150
years ago, in August 1859, 8
showed remarkablell
fortitude by beccming the |
first Jmewn man to sail the
seuthern and middle arms
of Lake Wakatipu, see the
nerthern arm of the lake [0
and discover Lalke Hayes. [
It appears unjust that hefy
left New Zealand,|]

disa.p'puinted at notiThe Jarge boulder and inscription

receiving pastoral rights 10} commemorates Donald Cameron and Angus
the farmland for which he| piardanald.
applied. TFurthermore, he
was subseguently dented the homour of having his name associated with
the picturesgue lake he discovered, Lake Hayes. Donald Hay was
deserving, but denied.

As infand Otago and Southland were explored in the late 1850s, land was
claimed by prospective farmers, many of them from Scotland. Pastoral
rights were issued by the Waste Land Office on the principle of first come,
first served, ¥ an explorer/farmer were first to lodge a claim for land
Whick could be identified by a sketch map showing features such as hills,
rivers and lakes, grazing rights could be issued on condition that the
property was stocked within 12 months.

In 1855, William Cameron took up a sheep run at Glenguoich, near what
later became Athel, south of Lake Wakatipu. When twe of his relatives,
Donald Angus Cameron 2nd Angus Alphones Macdonald, reached the
area in 1859 in seareh of suitable pastoral land, William guided them to
Lake Wakatipu. Donaid Camerop and Angus Macdonald subsequently
received grazing rights tc property known as Staircase Station, along the
eastern shore of Lalke Wakatipu, and Nokomai Station, south of the lake.
Tn order to stock the country, D.A, Cameron and Macdonald purchased
3,592 merino sheep from near Adelaide in South Australia. This mob was
brought io Bluff in twe ship loads. A barque named the Peregrine Oliver
under Captain Rippen was chartered for the purpose.

{ DANNY KNUDSON

1o

(Accnmpanying the firs
shipment of 2,060 sheep|
with Cameron and|
Macdonald, was al
passenger, 2also  from
Scotland, Donald Hay,
keen to find suitable
farm land in southern ¥

New Zealand, The men f
on the Peregrine Oliver "
together with the 765
sheep that survived the F
voyage, reached Bluft on
5 July 1859.
{Offwood, pp. 51-53) g —

The two Donalds formed a close friendship, and Cameron took Hay to
Lake Wakatipu where Hay was sufficiently impressed with what he saw to

return south and buy provisions in preparation to explore land around the
lake. As a surveyor, Hay was used to journeying into uncharted couniry
and he was prepared to venture into unixhabited parts of Central Otago,
even in winter, because time was of essence if he were to be first to claim
suitable farmiand.

Back at Lake Wakatipu, Hay was pleased to find a mokihi (often called a
moki), a raft built of dry flax sticks, but unused, by David McKelIlar., an
earlier explorer. Hay was soon to find, however, that sailing 2 moki on
Lake Wakatipu had a major drawback: “My craft became saturated with
water so that I was in it ankle deep and had to haul it up on the beach‘ to
let it dry. Occasionaily, my legs and feet swelied a little and the dazzling
spow and glistening water made me partially snowblind, otherwise T was
alright [sic].” (Letter Hay/ Cameron, 12 Jan. 1910)

As it transpired, sailing on Lake Walkatipu in winter may have represenied
good timing for Hay because August is typically calm and coid. Hay would
have been restricted, or in greater danger, had he emcountered strong
winds on the lake, and the cold conditions delaved smow-melt which
otherwise would have flooded rivers, particalarly the Shotover, preventing
Hay from exploring land on the Arrow Flat,

Hay lost the diary of his exploration of the Wakatipu, but in 1910, 51 years
later, he recorded his memories in a letter to his old friend, Donald
Cameron. Donald Hay’s uredited narrative follows.

11



http://www.cvisiontech.com

Tonald Hay’s Diary

17 SeuthTerrace
Adeluide

Jan 12* 1916

To D.A. Cameron Esg.
Fassieree

Tapanui Otage

New Zealand

Ny dear Siv.
And off remembered old friend, I received your very welcome letter of the 17
December which revived memories of my youth - almoest forgotien.

Huaving lost my diary, also my tracing of the Lake and adjacent country.
After accompanying you to Nokomai Valley and across the Devils Staircase
we st have returned to Mr Camerons station [William Cameron’s Staticn
at Glenquoich, Atholl. J believe you returned to Invercargiil fo look after the
stock you bought from South Australic. Then I must hove refurned to
Jacobs River Settlement [Riverton}, where I bought a pony, saddle & bridie,
gun, anununition, and provisions o tomahawk & quart pot, also a calico oif
cloth and single blanket. Being thus supplied I returned vig Mr Camerons
Station to the Lake. And you will remember, it was reported that a gentleman
Jrom the North Islend [David
McKellar] had constructed a Moukie |8
[mokihi, often called a moki}l. Buf the
prevailing winds were so strong that he
had to abandon the aftempt t0 navigate
the Lake. This account must have [been]
perfectly true because I searched the
Souih end of the Lake and to my joy and |
surprise I found the Moukie, hidden in|
the bushes. I examined and improved on |
it, By adding carvady sides and round|s. .
bundles of the same material 1o
strengthen it and form o seat in the -
centre. I then cut out wo oares [sic] or
paddles and made rollicks, by two forked
limbs and drove them through the sides
of the Mouiie.

Donald Cameron 1835-1918

i

Approximate route taken by Donald
Hay on his exploration of Lake
Wakatipe in 1859

Thern leaving my little pony I embarked with all my belongings and paddied
along under shelter of the precipitous mountains along the West side of the
Lake. [Cameron later wrote that he saw Hay set sail on the Lake. (Beattie,
p-158)] Shot a Maori hen and found it very savoury. Camped the night, and
crossed to the East side of the Lake where I discovered a cave in which were
three small stichs, tied together with flux, indicating that some human being
had been there before me. [This must have been close to the glacial erratic
on which a plague now commemorates Hay.] And there were very large
icicles hanging from the adjacent rocks, and many curious [ooking
depressions on the surface of the carth. [Probably scratch marks from
glacial ice.] I explored all that part North of the “Devils Staircase™ as far as
the great Gorge and outlet of the Laje.

13
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I camped on the shore of the Lake where I found a supply of drift-timber and
kindled o fire on each side of me and lay down for the night. Heard great
peuals of thunder re-echoing between the snow clad mountains which was
awe-inspiring. But I hod no fear and was quite reconciled to my Jate
whatever it might be, so long as I used all the caution within my power under
the circumstances to preserve my life. Re-crossing the Lake agoin in a North
Westerly direction, untill [sic] rounding the point where the Lake trends to
Westward I hoisted my sail [bis blanket] on a frail mast, and shipped oars
and sailed along the South western side.
But a stormy night ;
overtook me. And my
frail  bark [barque]
was in great danger of
being dashed to pieces
on the rocks. I had the|
precaution fo procure
a long pole and by
lushing the small end|
to the bows of the|
Moukie gnd holding | e
the other in my hands [RANGRAIRLTLS loday,-w!w_}'? Hay |
all nmight, and when i tame ashoresn ‘a beanfilul b.f-_:_wh’.

the serge was strong 1§
held the other end to| NSNS

the rocks by which

means I saved my life, having no other way of escape from so perilous a
position. At the same place I discovered a niche in the rocks and found a
large siab of slate which I propped up to form a covering from the elements.
Next day I discovered a beautiful beach where I pulied the Moukie oul of the
water-in order that it might drain, as it was becoming water-logged. I partly
rested for the duy, and attempted to climb the snowy peaks of mountains
adjacent. And after ascending a considerable height but apparently no
nearer the highest peak I sat on a rock too pointed for the snow to rest on. I
stuck the stock of my gun in the snow and after a rest retraced my stéps to the
shore of the Lake. My object of climbing so high, was fo get a better view of
what appeared to me to be wooded Islands at the West end of the Lake. Ithen
attempted fo explore that part on fool, But affer proceeding along the shore I
came to a stream which I presume was the Green Stone [Von] River. And
after following it up some distance I came to the conclusion that I could not
cross so rapid a stream. I then returned to where the River emptied into the
Lake strapped all my effects on my shoulders and attempted {0 Cross. But the
clrrent was so strong and the Water so deep that I abandoned the atiempt.

By this tirme my Moukie had drained nicely and I set sail down the cenire of
the Lake with the view of inspecting the country I wished to apply for.

In passing to the North shore of the Lake I landed upon a small Isiand on
which I scrafched my name which no doubt will have become obliteraied
long ago. I hauled the Moukic on the beach and inspected ail the open
country to the North of the Lake. I went West of the small inland Lake North
eastward towards a great Gorge between the mountains. I then returned
towards the Lake where I discovered a cave and took shelter from a heavy
snow storm, for part of the night. But the entrance was becoming blocked up
with the snow, & being moonlight I took to my Moulkie and crossed the Lake
and landed amongst great boulders fastened the Moukie and scrambled to
the shore feeling cold and numbed. Rubbing my legs and causing circulation
I managed to gather some dry leaves and succeeded in gefting a fire. Next
morning @ Caw. Caw. or blk. Cockatoo sat on a high tree, almost above the
fire. I brought him down with the gun, and after resting found it a savoury
maorsel. And on my way to the South end of the Lake I shot a diving Duck |
which furnished me with food Content my exploits of the Luke were
\finished, I drew up the Moukie on the beach near to where I found if, and
went in quest of my pony, and found her not many hundred yards from
where I left her. She had a litde foal during my absence. I packed my
belongings which were very meagre, having exhausted my supply of flour
which was eaked [sic] out in one Johney cake ahout the size of three fingers
per. day, besides what I could procure with the gun. But my greatest longing
desire was for salt, which I neglected to bring with me. I could gef plenty of
Pidgeons, but they had a bad taste, through eating something that tainted
their flesh. On my way back I was partly snow biind. But Paradise Ducks
were numerous on the Rivers I crossed and I faired pretly well on them. My
memory fails me but I must have stayed a few days at Mr Camerons’s Station
[William Cameror at Glenqueich] or my refurn. The occupants were very
kind and had given me up as lost. While on the Lake/country I lit a fire to
allay their anxiety. Buft the distance was too great for them to see the smoke.
Strange to say, about daylight one morning I came upon o person I knew in
South Australia by name McKay tending a flock of sheep on the Five Rivers
Plains, and all the little lambs were frozen and dead in the fold [enclosure
for sheep]. Then I passed on to Jacobs River, and followed down to the last
crossing which was in high flood. I siripped off all I had on, and put the
pony in well up stream, and she took me over safely. Buf the foal was carried
down by the current. And having reached the opposite side safely, I ran down
the stream, plunged in got an arm around the littie fellows neck, and drew
him out. And here I may say ended most of my troubles. I then passed from
Jacohs river fo Invercargill where I met several parties whom I knew in
south Australia,

i

14

Is



http://www.cvisiontech.com

On Route, to Dunedin, T sold my pony and walked the remainder of the
Journey.

On arriving at Dunedin I went to the Land Office and gave a skeich of the
country I wanted, which had been applied for by some one in the Office with
a view of selling it. After getting the lines of the tracing altered in the Office I
made an offer to the party whose name appeared on the map which was
refused. I then embaried for Victoria and thus ended my endeavours to settle
in New Zealand.

Trusting the above will be somewhat satisfactory. I am dear Sir

Yours fruly

Donald Hay

Postscript

When he wrote to Cameron in 1910, Hay was recalling his adventures of
51 years earlier and a small inaceuracy regarding his course from Walter
Peak is understandable. Hay wrote that he left Beach Bay and sailed down
the centre of the middle arm of Lalke Wakatipu. This would seem an
unlikely route for twe reasons. Firstly, it would not be prudent to guide a
fragile moki down the centre of the lake when a safer passage was
available nearer the shore. Secondly, Hay reported landing on an island.
The only island in the middle arm or south arm is Hidden Island by Cecil
Peak at its closest point to Frankton Arm. This indicates that Hay
probably sailed along the foot of Cecil Peak to Hidden Island, then across
the lake into Frankton Arm, drawing his moki out of the water at What is
now Franlkton Beach.

Hay’s longest journey on foot in the Wakatipu was his exploration of
Arrow Flat stretching from Frankton to Arrowtown. When William
Gilbert Rees and Nicholas vop Tunzelmann crossed this area from the
Crown Range about six months later, -they found the vegetation
inhospitable. Scratchy matagouri and spiky speargrass ripped the men’s
trousers and cut the legs of their horses before they reached Queenstown.
Hay must have experienced at least as much discomfort without a horse.
When he reached Glenquoich after his lake exploration, Hay’s clothes
were so tattered and tornm that Robert Camercn gave him a more
respectable looking outfit.

As a surveyor, Hay would lmow hjs directions. (Gillison, p.25) When he
reported heading north from Frankton, that direction would take him
towards Lake Hayes supporting the coitention that he was the first
European to discover the lake. He skirted Lake Hayes along its western
shore before heading, what he recorded as, north-east, which would take
him directly to Arrowtown where he found the Arrow Gorge, describing it
as the great gorge between the mountains.
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There are two other gorges in the general vicimity, but to reach the
Kawaran Gorge he would have had to travel south-east from Lake Hayes,
and the Shotover Gorge was west of Lake Hayes.

Seme doubt remains regarding the integrity of the land claim made by
someone in the Land Office in Dunedin. If Hay were the first white person
to identify Lake Hayes, how could someone else claim the area before him?
One interpretation of Hay’s scomment, “after getting the lines of the
tracing aliered,” is that the snccessful claimant had drawn a sketch map
inacenrately. Was Hay duped by insider trading tactics by the first land
speculator in the Wakatipu?

There is no record of Hay’s request in the Registers of Applications for the
Purchase of Land Received at the Waste Land Office in Dunedin in 1859.
All that was needed on a purchase application form was the locality and
description of the area, and the number of acres. Most purchase
applications lodged at that time did not even have a sketch map
identifying the locality. There is no reason to doubt that Hay sought land
in the Wakatipu Basin, but it is conceivable that he asked informally about
it, then made a private offer to buy the property that someone in the office
had claimed already. In any case, news that the land was unavailable to
him shattered Hay. He left Dunedin on board the Pirafe and returned to|
Australia. Thus, the colony of New Zealand lost one of its most courageons
explorers who may have graced the Wakatipu with further distinction
during its formative years.

In other letters written to D.A. Cameron, Hay gave brief mention of his
later milestones. After returning to South Australia, be joined the gold
rush to West Australiza and admits that he did not find a speck of gold.
After leaving Lake Wakatipu, Hay had heard rumours about gold being
found in Otago. (Beattie, 1911, p. 157} If only he had tried his luck in the
Arrow River when he was there three years before the gold rush started in
1862! Hay speculated in property investment at Esperaxce, near
Freemantle, but that prospective town failed to develop and his investiment
was lost. Hay returned to South Ausiralia where he sold most of his
property, keeping one small holding seuth-east of Adelaide where he
grazed cattle.

Hay married a “good kind Christian woman”, the sister of the Rev. John
Sinclair (letter, Hay/Cameron 12 Jan. 1910). He described his wife as “a
lady I should be very satisfied with after my chequered life,” but he failed
to mention her name in his correspondence to Cameron. (Ibid.) Donaid |
Hay and his wife had no children, and in 1910, he wrote that he was the!
last surviving member of his family. )
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No photograph of Eay has been found. The first known navigator on Lake
Waiatipu arrived quietly, explored alone, fajled to secure grazing rights,
so left Otago as an unheralded hero.
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William Gilbert Rees - Biographical note
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WILLIAM GILBERT REES
A BIOGRAPHICAL NOTE 1827 -1898.

Pioneer runholder, he had a larger-
than-life quality suited to his place in
Wakatipu history. Bofan in
Haverfordwest, Pembrokeshire, on 6
April 1827, he was (he eldest in a
family of four. His father was a naval
officer while his mother, Mary
Pocock, belonged to a Bristol family
outstanding in education, business
and the arts. His zunt, Martha
Pocock, married Dr. H.M. Grace and
their som W.G. Grace (William's!'
godson and named after him) would |
become the great English cricket all-;-

rounder. ; ‘i
William had his primary schooling at| ] "
his grandfather's Prospect Academy & ; ot
in Bristol and, at 12, went to thel’ W S an

Royal Naval School at Camberwell. |W.G. Rees, aged 26. A self-portrait
There, he received a sound education |sketched in July 1853, Australia.
and became skilied in cricket, boxing
and swimming, earning, at 15, the bronze medal of the Royal Humane
Society for saving a life in the Hungerford Canal. For a time, he served an
engineering apprenticeship but, from 1849 to 1852, he taught at Mt
Radford School, Exeter.

In 1852, Rees emigrated, xecording in his remarkably competent
sketchbook incidents from the passage out, a short spell on the Turon
Diggings and management of various runs in seuth Queensland. In 1357,
Rees and his cousin, George Gilbert, top scored for NSW in only the
second cricket match played against Victoria. Rees then returned to
England to marry his 19-year-old cousin, Frances Gilbert, and present his
promising godsen with a ericlket bat before sailing for New Zealand. His
first-child, Mary Rose, was born in Dunedin on 14 May, 1859,

Recs, now 32, began his Otago career by taking up Run 140 (Dalvey) near
Tapanui with George Gammie {a neighbour in Queensland} and
W.L.Grant. In November 1859, Rees applied for depasturing licences in
the still unsurveyed district around Wakatipu.
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Tn January 1860, he and a few companions, including his wife's brother-in
_law, Nichoias von Tanzeimann, carried out a reconnaissance trip up the
Waitaki valley, over the Lindis te Wanaka, up the Cardrona to the Crown
Range, across the Arrow to the site of Queenstown, then by raft towards
the head of Lake Wakatipu. While they covered little new ground in terms
of exploration, the reports brought back to Dunedin in mid-March gave
readers of the "Otagoe Witness' their first real kmowledge of the interior
and what became known as "Rees's Promised land.’

He was only two years on the Wakatipu runs before the gold rush
transformed his life and prospects. His runs were the only souree of fresh
meat; his boats the only means by which provisions could be brought in
from the south. Rees, rationing out the food, and using fists and revolver
to thwart troublemakers, earned a tremendous reputation among the
hungry Giggers for fairmess and authority. But the declaration of the
homestead run at Queenstown as an official goldfield forced Rees and his
family to move to the adjoining Kawarau Falls run. One consolation was
the visit in 1864 of the first Ali-England eleven, including yet another
cousin, E.M. Grace, who wrote home: 'Everybody likes him and calls him
King Wakatipu.'

Not without reason, With his strapping physical build, bushy beard and
the Pocockian self-confidence, Rees was the seigneur of the district-patron
of the Anglican church, organiser of regattas, enthusiast for horse-racing
and other sports. When he left in 1867, to take up the managership of
Robert Campbell's runs, he was given an illuminated address and a
handsome purse of sovereigns.

At one stage, Rees had stood to emerge from his Wakatipu partnership
with 5000, but an unwise mining investment seems to have lost much of
his equity. Until 1883, he managed the Benmorre, Otekaike, Station Peak
and Galloway runs. He subsequently became a Government stock
inspector at Timarn, Greymouth, Ashburton and Wellington and was still
in harness when he died on 11 October, 1898 from gallsiones and
peritonitis in Wairau Hospital, aged 71. His wife, Francis, died in 1926.
Of their eight children, Sarah Isobel (1866-1894) was a New Zealand
tennis champion.

A plaque on the Lake Wall honours Rees, as the founder of Queenstown,
but his real memorial lies in the topography of the district: Rees River
and Valley, Frankton (after his wife), Cecil and Walter Feaks (after Cecil
Walter Rees, their third child), the Shotover, Dart and Arrow Rivers, the
Crown Range, as well as the many lesser names which originated with
Rees and his working companions.

George Griffiths.

Thls extract has been printed
with {he permission of the author
and of the publishers of the book
"Southern People, A Dictiovary
of Otago Southland Biography”,
Longacre Press, and we thank
them for their generosity. ®

Note: At the Lake end of the
Mall in Queenstown is a fine
statue of Rees by Minhal aljq
Habib, pictured at right.
The Rees complex on Frankton |
Road has a good collection of
memorabilia  relating to the
family and their time im the
Wakatipu.

The Lakes District Museum in
Arrowtown has two special
exhibits, the very fine silver tea
service presented to W.G. Rees on his departure from the District in 1867
which was purchased by the Museum, and a display of the medals,
including the Mons Star presented to Rees's daughter Mildred Gertrnde
who, at the age of 46, joined up in W.W.1 and nursed in France.

The silver tea set presented to Rees in 1867
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B . THE WAY WE WERE

The way we were - Summer days

SUMMER DAYS

AYEELERE, S AT

Abaove, a picnic outing,
with some fine ladies’
hats, ‘Hayes Lalke’.

At right, commereial
trout farming at Lake
Hayes.
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1 0% discount on all book purchases at
The Lakes District Museum

Become n member and receive this greai discount on all gift shop purchases.

RAIG POTTON calendars have just arrived in store.

Perfect gitts for overseas friends;: made in New Zealand,
stunning photographs of birds, flowers, and wild New Zealand
landscapes. Envelopes included - so be organized for Christmas
postage! Prices range from just $10 to $20. A new calendar in
the range this year is ‘New Zealand Botanical Art’.

BUSINESS SERVICES
AT
THE LAKES DISTRICT MUSEUM ARROWTOWN

The Museum offers the following services:

Paxing
Interned necesy
Photocopylng
Laundnating
Binding
Scanning

. & B s w ¥

All at very competitive prices.
03 442 1824 www.Museum Queenstown, com
museum@queenstown.co.nz

THE LAKES DISTRICT MUSEUM,
= ARROWTOWN
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